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Floridians call those northerners who regularly fly down south for the winter
“snowbirds.” Han and Linda do show up at our church every November and disappear in
mid-May. But they are “sunbirds,” originally from Miami, who only fly up north to join their
children for the summer.

Han came to the U.S. when he was barely 12, 66 years ago, when Chinese popula-
tion was only one tenth of a per cent of the population at large. He and Linda were proba-
bly among the first lovebirds at our mother church, having come to Christ there in 1971,
they were baptized together in the following year.

Their conversions were both due to prayers answered. Han’s father had a stroke
and God healed him. Linda also prayed for the recovery of her mother, and she did. And
so began two lives intertwined in Christ and saturated with prayers. The Lord always an-
swered, said Han, though not always to his desires or timings. But each time, it deepened
faith and made them grow stronger. “If | had to live my life over again, | wouldn’t change a
thing, ‘cause all those trials made me to be what | am today!” Linda agreed, and quoted as
her motto Proverb 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your path.”

They raised two children, and are very thankful that they and their family are also in
the Lord. Before their retirement, Han ran a motel business in Miami while Linda took care
of the bookkeeping. In church, Han served in the Finance Dept., and Linda served in the
children ministry. Now both 78, they find refuge and peace in the Lord.

Advice to the younger generation? “Exercise patience, love, faithfulness and a for-
giving heart. Meditate on God’s Word over and over and God will enlighten your path eve-
ry time.”
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Richard Goon b1.4§ &
Interviewed by Betty Yiu

Richard Goon is perhaps the longest running
Christian in our church. He is 90 years old and was
baptized when he was 10. “In China, | went to a school
run by the Brethren missionaries. | was baptized by im-
mersion of my own accord. All these years, | felt | was
always a Christian at heart, even though working in the
restaurant business seven days a week had prevented
me from attending church.” After he retired, he attend-
ed the United Methodist church. But at his older broth-
er’s funeral, he met up with Pastor Linus, who gave the
eulogy. Then, Pastor Linus invited Richard to CBCCS, and Richard has been
with us ever since, rain or shine, except when his ailments prevented him
from coming.

“The first person in my family to come to the U.S. was my grandfa-
ther’s younger brother. He came in 1903 to work. There wasn’t much work
available except in restaurants. After a year or two, he went back to China to
bring my grandfather over. My father came when he was only 13 years old.
When he was of age, he joined the U.S. Army to fight the Germans in World ;
War I. “ After the War, Richard’s father went back to China to marry his % '
mother in 1918. Being a veteran, he was able to bring his bride back to the
States without much difficulty.

In 1924, Richard was born in Massachusetts, after an older sister and
two older brothers. “When | was 2, my mother took me and my 6 year-old
brother back to Toi-san, China, after another brother died suddenly. Mother
thought that was a bad omen, and she wasn’t going to let her boys be over-
whelmed by that. | went to elementary and middle school in China, until the
Japanese began to invade China in 1938 and occupied Manchuria. Then my
father urged us to come back to the States before the Japanese took over
the country. When | came back at fourteen years of age, | had to go to a spe-
cial school for immigrants and learned English afresh before enrolling in a
regular high school. When WWII broke out, | followed my father’s footsteps
and volunteered to join the U. S. Army.”

During the basic training in Camp Hood, Texas, Richard was the gun-
ner in the Artillery Tank Unit. “I heard that they were organizing an all-
Chinese-American unit to go to China with the 14th Air Service Group, so |
asked for a transfer. When | was transferred to the Chinese-American unit at
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Camp Crowder, Missouri, that was the first time | saw so many Chinese peo-
ple in America! There were over two thousand Chinese-American soldiers,
most came from Toisan. We trained together, and even after the war, some
of us had reunions every year.”

Richard was recruited to be trained as a cryptographer, specializing
in secret codes, and served as a communicator in the Sino-Japanese War. He
was flown across the Himalayas to Kunming, deep in inland China, where
the famous Flying Tigers pilots were in operation. Richard was part of the
ground crew, serving as interpreter between the Chinese and American
officers, as well as communicating with the outside through secret codes.
Besides his regular duties, he also had to train the Chinese cooks how to
cook American style, because the American Gls were not used to Chinese
food. So Richard ended up being the meal planner and food buyer for his
troop. When the infantry officer trained the Chinese soldiers how to use
weapons, Richard was there to interpret. “I helped the Chinese learn all
kinds of modern weapons, especially the machine guns!” Of his military ser-
vice, the mission in China lasted 18 months. “That | could come out of Kun-
ming alive was a miracle. It was a special blessing from God, for many peo-
ple died!”

After the War, Richard used the Gl bill to go to college and law
school. But a Chinese-American lawyer in the 50’s was very rare. It was
hard to make a living. After practicing law for a year, Richard closed his law
office and went into the restaurant business, like the rest of his family. After
twenty years, at 65, Richard closed his restaurant in Deerfield Beach and
somehow got himself several movie deals. “I got started with Miami Vice,
the TV series. Then | did six Italian movies called the Boy in the Golden Kimo-
no — an Italian Karate Kid, and | was the Mr. Miyagi!”

Now he is the sole survivor among his siblings. His French wife, with whom
he travelled widely after their retirement, passed away after 54 years of
marriage. They had three sons. Now living by himself, Richard cherishes a
close relationship with his two sons in Pompano and Deerfield. He also has
two grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

“My life was so ordinary after the War! | am a devout Christian now. |
enjoyed this church tremendously. Though | do not know many people,
some came to visit me and prayed with me.” When you do visit him, he may
show you the Bronze Medal awarded him after the War, or a copy of his life
story filed with the Library of Congress!
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